
 

 

 

March 3, 2011 

Dear Senator Brown and Senator Portman: 

The undersigned members of the Ohio Workforce Coalition are writing to encourage you to 
oppose drastic reductions to employment and training funding as outlined in H.R. 1, the FY 
2011 Continuing Resolution (CR). The CR would cost Ohio over $95 million in Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) funding alone. Further blows would result from cuts to—or elimination 
of—other programs including YouthBuild, Job Corps, green jobs training, reintegration of ex-
offenders, and the Community Service Employment for Older Americans (CSEOA) program.  

The Ohio Workforce Coalition brings together leaders from education and training 
institutions, economic and workforce development organizations, business and industry, 
labor, and human service providers. The Coalition promotes public policies that build the 
skills of adult workers, meet employer skill needs, and strengthen the workforce system to 
ensure opportunity and prosperity for all Ohioans. We are united in the belief that federal 
funding is an essential foundation for economic recovery in Ohio. 

Ohio will be unable to attract, retain, or grow jobs without a skilled workforce. In fact, Site 
Selection Magazine’s 2010 survey of corporate real-estate executives revealed that 
“Workforce Skills” are the number one consideration when making site selection decisions—
ahead of state and local taxes, transportation infrastructure, and flexibility of incentive 
programs. However, 46% of Ohio adults ages 18 to 64—3.3 million—have no postsecondary 
education, a figure worse than 35 other states. About one quarter of this group does not 
have a high school diploma. Added to this figure are the many recently dislocated workers 
who may have postsecondary education but need new job skills for an economy in 
transition. 

Employers will suffer from any disinvestments in the WIA system. Despite record 
unemployment, many employers—particularly the small and medium- sized businesses that 
account for the majority of new jobs being created—struggle to find workers with the skills 
and credentials to fill current job openings and to plan for future growth. 

We recognize that Congress faces difficult choices in today's fiscal climate. However, 
eliminating federal investments in employment and job training assistance will have an 
immediate impact on the ability of Ohio’s unemployed to transition to new jobs and the 
ability of Ohio companies to find the skilled workers they need to take advantage of 
emerging business opportunities. These factors combined will have a long-term impact on 
our ability to compete in the global economy.  

I urge you to reject the proposed cuts to WIA and other critical job training programs.  
 
Thank you for your leadership on this critical issue. 

Respectfully, 


