
 

 

 

Weekly Policy Update – August 27, 2010 

Dear FES Partner: 

Yesterday we celebrated Women’s Equality Day and the 19th Amendment’s 90th birthday. The 
anniversary provides an opportunity to not only celebrate past achievements, but to recognize 
and address present and future challenges. In this vein, Secretary of Labor Solis said the 
following in a press release, "Although we have made great progress over the past nine decades, 
we still have a long way to go when it comes to equality for women in the workplace. Many 
families depend solely on women's paychecks; however, women still hold a majority of low-wage 
jobs. And the pay gap still exists despite the fact that more women are working than ever 
before.‖ Read the full press release here. For this and much more, read on… 

Want to be in our weekly policy updates? Send us information on articles or briefs 
about your organization to munrath@wowonline.org. We look forward to hearing from you! 
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In the Administration… 

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Department of Education announces winners of Race to the Top Grants (DOE Press 
Release, 8/24/10) 

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announced Tuesday that 10 applicants have won 
grants in the second phase of the Race to the Top competition. Along with Phase 1 winners 
Delaware and Tennessee, 11 states and the District of Columbia have now been awarded money 
in the Obama Administration's groundbreaking education reform program that will directly 
impact 13.6 million students, and 980,000 teachers in 25,000 schools. Read the DOE press 
release here.  

US DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

HUD Announces $189 Million available to revitalize communities (HUD Press 
Release, 8/25/10)  

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development announced that it is making $189 
million in grants available to transform public and assisted housing and to revitalize 
communities. While the nearly 20-year-old HOPE VI Revitalization Program has been 
successful at transforming neighborhoods with distressed public housing into revitalized mixed-
income communities, Choice Neighborhoods aims to use a more comprehensive approach to 
community development with housing transformation as its center. Read the press release 
here. 

US DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Unemployment Insurance Claims drops for first time in four weeks (DOL Press 
Release, 8/26/2010) 

New requests for unemployment benefits fell sharply last week, the first decline in a month and 
a hopeful sign after a raft of negative economic reports. New claims for jobless aid dropped by 
31,000 to a seasonally adjusted 473,000, the Labor Department said Thursday. Still, claims 
remain much higher than they would be in a healthy economy. Read an AP article about the 
report here, or access the DOL report here. 

http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/nine-states-and-district-columbia-win-second-round-race-top-grants
http://www.hud.gov/cn
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US Labor Department releases report on employment of persons with disabilities 
(DOL Press Release, 8/25/2010) 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics released, for the first time, a detailed comprehensive overview on 
the employment of Persons with a Disability: Labor Force Characteristics, 2009. Armed with 
this new data, researchers, disability advocates, and policy makers can better project labor force 
participation for working-aged persons with disabilities. Read the press release here.   

 

On the Hill…. 

Unfortunately, this newsletter does not include a Hill update. Congress will be in recess until 
September 13th.  

New JEC report highlights economic progress made by women in past 25 years 
(jec.senate.gov, 8/25/10) 

The U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee (JEC) released a new report today analyzing how 
women’s economic conditions have changed over the last 25 years. The report finds that women, 
who now make up nearly half of the labor force, have made significant strides in the past quarter 
century and are poised to be the engine of economic growth as the United States recovers from 
the Great Recession.  However, challenges remain for women, including a stubborn pay gap 
where the average full-time working woman earns 80 cents for every dollar earned by the 
average full-time working man. Read the full report here.  

 

Sign-on Letters 

This past week, WOW added its support to the following initiatives, principles, and/or bills: 

Jobs for America Now 

The President and Congress should redouble efforts to create jobs and send aid to the states 
whose budget crises threaten recovery and are forcing them to lay off school teachers, public 
safety workers, and other essential workers.  It also makes sense to invest in public service jobs, 
in infrastructure projects for transportation, water, and energy conservation that will make our 
economy more productive for years to come. Jobs for America Now is advocating for Congress 
and state legislatures to fund job-creating projects and avoid austerity economics to solve deficit 
problems 

Transportation for America Equity Caucus Statement of Principles 

Led by the nation’s leading civil rights, community development, racial justice, economic justice, 
faith-based, health, housing, labor, environmental justice, tribal and transportation 
organizations, the T4America Equity Caucus advocates for transportation policies that advance 
social and economic equity in America. The T4America Equity Causes Statement of Principles 
are as follows: 1) Create affordable transportation options for all people; 2) Ensure access to 
quality jobs, workforce development, and contracting opportunities in the transportation 
industry; 3) Promote healthy, safe, and inclusive communities; and 4) Invest equitably and 
focus on results. 

http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/odep/ODEP20101204.htm
http://jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=Files.Serve&File_id=f9f3a9b8-2f54-4e83-9029-477a3fc73cd5


Pregnant and Parenting Students Access to Education Act 

This legislation will help states and local school districts across the nation to establish and fund 
policies and practices that are supportive of pregnant and parenting youth, so they can stay in 
school and graduate college or career ready. Click here to view the text of the legislation. 

 

In the States… 

GEORGIA: Report finds structural deficit, calls for revenue reform (Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, 8/13/2010) 

An excerpt from the Georgia State University report reads: ―Barring an exceptionally fast 
economic recovery, Georgia is facing a long-term structural budget deficit, and in the absence of 
increased federal funds, will have to substantially alter its expenditure and/or revenue structure 
to bring the budget into balance.‖ Read the full report here. 

MARYLAND: New law offers hope for homeless health care (Kaiser Health News, 
8/20/2010) 

―It’s a huge transformation from Medicaid as it is today,‖ said Kevin Lindamood, vice president 
for external affairs at Health Care for the Homeless in Baltimore. The Medicaid expansion also 
will help the homeless by enabling agencies that serve them to divert resources now spent on 
medical care to other services such as finding housing and jobs. The new law provides another 
boost through a 5-year, $11 billion expansion of the community health center system that treats 
many in this population. Read the article here.  

MISSISSIPPI: Extension of jobless benefits helps unemployed workers  (Clarion-
Ledger, 8/16/2010) 

The Unemployment Extension Act of 2010, signed into law July 22, is meant to buy time for 
people looking for work, in particular those who have been searching for a long time. "None of 

these families bears the blame for this economic fix," said Patrick Taylor, Millsaps College 

associate professor of economics. Read the article here.  

NEVADA: Principal's war on poverty helping school test scores (8 News Now, 
8/13/2010) 

More than half of the students in the Clark County School District now live at or below poverty 
level. That's up from 30-percent five years ago. Long before the recession hit, the principal of 
Whitney Elementary started waging a war against poverty and the toll it was taking on student 
achievement at her east Las Vegas school. And now rising test scores are only one of the many 
ways you can measure this school's growing success. Read the article here.  

NEW JERSEY: Administrative error costs NJ $400 million in education funds (The 
Star-Ledger, 8/24/2010) 

After making a high-profile bid for hundreds of millions of dollars in federal education reform 
money, New Jersey fell three points short of receiving "Race to the Top" funding, in part because 
of an error by the Christie administration in the state’s application, records obtained by The 
Star-Ledger show. Christie blamed federal government bureaucracy for the state’s failed effort. 
Read the article about the error here, and Christie’s response here. 

http://polis.house.gov/Legislation/hr5894.htm
http://aysps.gsu.edu/frc/files/Rpt_209FIN_-_7-30-2010.pdf
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http://www.8newsnow.com/global/story.asp?s=12978385
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http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2010/08/gov_christie_blames_washington.html


 

State Partners Press… 

Colorado Center on Law and Policy 

Colorado begins task of setting up health-insurance exchanges (The Denver Post, 
8/15/2010) "It's up to us to do a good job of designing this," said Elisabeth Arenales, health 
policy analyst with the Colorado Center on Law and Policy. "Now, when you shop for health 
insurance, there are lots of different plans — how do you compare? We ought to be able to 
construct this so that it becomes easier." Most likely, a nonprofit will run the exchange, though 
it's possible it would operate under some state control. It's also possible Colorado could join a 
regional exchange — Utah, New Mexico and Wyoming already have asked — but state leaders 
say they first must come up with a plan to see whether Colorado's goals would mesh with other 
states'. Read the article here.  

Kentucky Youth Advocates 

Push for complete streets to yield better health, environment (Public News Service, 
8/26/10) KYA is hoping to pave the way to wellness by encouraging communities to adopt 
"complete street" policies that allow for safe physical activity and recreation. According to KYA, 
communities that design roadways to accommodate bicyclists, pedestrians and transit users can 
reverse negative health trends. Kentucky weighs in nationally as the seventh highest in terms of 
adult obesity, and it takes third place in childhood obesity. Read the article here. 

Legal Services of New Jersey 

N. J. Legal Services plans cuts; residents can find help at the library (The 
Philadelphia Inquirer, 8/14/2010) State aid cuts have forced the New Jersey Legal Services 
System to order staffing reductions that it says will deny free legal help to thousands of low-
income residents this year and next. "This is in no way the answer," said Melville D. Miller Jr., 
president and general counsel of Legal Services of New Jersey. "But a small percentage of people 
can benefit." More complicated matters will always require lawyers, he said. "As the saying goes, 
'A man who represents himself has a fool for a client.' "People "with significant legal problems 
have all kinds of impediments to representing themselves in court," Miller said. "Add the 
limitations of those in poverty - education, language, and fearfulness of government institutions 
- and most people cannot represent themselves." Read the article here.  

Michigan League for Human Services (MLHS) 

Report finds students face increasing debt after college (The State News, 8/13/2010) 
Titled ―Pulling the Plug on Michigan’s Future,‖ the reported was conducted by the MLHS, 
which is a nonprofit advocacy group for low-income residents. ―As the state cuts support to 
public universities, guess what happens?‖ MLHS spokeswoman Judy Putnam said. ―Tuition goes 
up and that’s pushing [college] out of reach, making people go deeper into debt or take on more 
work hours, if they can find it, to get that degree. This is a time when we need to make it easier, 
not harder, for people to earn their college degree.‖ Read the article here.  

Renew tax credits to help struggling families, economy (Detroit Free Press, 8/26/10) 
Sharon Parks, President and CEO of MLHS, published an Op-Ed in the Detroit Free Press on the 

http://www.denverpost.com/ci_15782527
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/15641-1
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http://www.statenews.com/index.php/article/2010/08/report_finds_stundents_face_increasing_debt_after_college


need for Congress to renew the EITC and end tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans. Read the 
full article here. 

PathWays PA 

Paid sick days legislation makes sense for all businesses  (PennLive.com, 8/24/2010) 
President and CEO of PathWays PA, Carol Goertzel, was  featured in a Pennsyvlania newspaper 
advocating for the PA legislature to require business to offer paid sick leave days. Over 2 million 
workers in the state are not offered paid sick days by their employer. Many of these workers face 
the risk of losing hours or their jobs if they do take time off due to illness. Read this op-ed here.  

 

From the Interest Groups… 

Center for American Progress recently released a memo detailing the social need for and 
economic benefits of community health centers. Community health centers have received $2 
million in ARRA funds, which enabled the centers to provide treatment to additional 2.9 million 
patients. Research proves that investment in community health centers gives an economic boost 
to the community and surrounding area. Read the full memo here.  

College Board Advocacy and Policy Center released its 2010 progress report:  ―The 
College Completion Agenda.‖ The percentage of American adults with postsecondary credentials 
is not keeping pace with other industrialized nations. Improving postsecondary success for all 
our citizens, but most urgently for low-income and minority students, is critical to our nation's 
economic and social health. To help policymakers and educators achieve the goal of 55% by 
2025, The College Board Advocacy & Policy Center has developed the College Completion 
Agenda — incorporating a Progress Report that will be updated annually and a companion State 
Policy Guide that was co-created with the National Conference of State Legislatures. They 
combine comprehensive research from nationally recognized sources with best-practice policy 
examples, all aligned around 10 key recommendations. The agenda's purpose is to provide 
reliable, measurable information that tracks our collective progress, as well as policymaking 
strategies each state can use to help reach our destination. Read the full report here.  

 

In the News… 

Women’s Equality Day 

AP article discusses the interesting place of American women in politics on the Amendment’s 
anniversary, here. A post on the White House blog, here. An Op-Ed in the Detroit Free Press 
points to women’s unequal pay, here. A Forbes blog discusses the continued inequality between 
the sexes, here. A Huffington Post blog on the Paycheck Fairness Act, here.  

States test whether public pension benefits given can be taken away 
(Stateline, 8/10/2010) 

State legislators are beginning to challenge one of the ironclad tenets of public pension policy: 
that states cannot legally reduce pension benefits for current and future retirees. Lawmakers in 
Colorado, Minnesota and South Dakota voted earlier this year to limit cost-of-living increases 
they previously had promised to thousands of current and future retirees, who courts 

http://www.freep.com/article/20100826/OPINION05/8260441/Renew-tax-credits-to-help-struggling-families-economy
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2010/08/paid_sick_days_legislation_mak.html
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/08/pdf/chc.pdf
http://ncsl.org/
http://completionagenda.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/reports_pdf/Progress_Report_2010.pdf
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hUsRzm8sd7lCUvshVp03NRdB9pqAD9HQNQC04
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/08/26/womens-equality-day-and-90th-anniversary-19th-amendment
http://www.freep.com/article/20100827/OPINION04/8270320/Women-still-less-than-equal-in-pay
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historically have protected from benefit reductions. Not surprisingly, retirees in each state have 
filed lawsuits asking judges to restore their annual benefit increases to what they were 
previously. Read the article here.  

Big chunk of economic stimulus yet to be spent by state, local governments (The 
Washington Post, 8/14/2010) 

As Americans puzzle over why the economic stimulus package enacted more than a year ago has 
failed to restore vigorous job growth, one explanation has emerged from new reports: a lot of the 
money is not yet out the door. Detroit is struggling with 14 percent unemployment, but as of 
June 30 the city had spent less than 1 percent of the $8.8 million in stimulus funds it received 
for energy-efficiency initiatives. In budget-strapped Arizona, Phoenix has spent even less of its 
$15.2 million. In hard-hit South Florida, Fort Lauderdale has spent $66,000 of its received $2 
million. Read the article here.  

Social Security turns 75 (The Baltimore Sun, 8/14/2010) 

Happy 75th birthday, Social Security. On Aug. 14, 1935, President Franklin Roosevelt signed the 
Social Security Act and changed the lives of millions. But will Social Security survive to see 
another 75 years or more? Its long-term solvency remains in question. And staunch supporters 
worry that benefit cutbacks might be unavoidable now that President Barack Obama's deficit 
commission is looking at Social Security. A report is due in December. Read the article here.  

Ten percent of seniors live in poverty (Times Daily, 8/15/2010) 

One in 10 older residents live below the poverty line, according to the study, ―Older Americans 
in Poverty: A Snapshot‖ published in April by the AARP Public Policy Institute. ―By most 
accounts, elderly poverty is a problem we have largely solved,‖ conclude authors Ellen O'Brien, 
Ke Bin Wu and David Baer. ―Since 1968, the poverty rate among adults 65 and older has 
declined by about a third, falling from 25 percent in 1968 to 9.7 percent in 2008.‖ Yet, many 
older residents in the region draw only a meager Social Security check below the nationally 
recognized poverty threshold of $10,326 per year. Read the article here.  

More university students taking advantage of cheaper community college courses 
(The New York Times, 8/16/2010) 

But college officials say the economic downturn after the 2008 financial crisis drove more 
students to view the community college in a new way: as a source for high-quality credits at a 
bargain-basement price. Read the article here. They come home for the summer; they see us as a 
good value; they take advantage of that; and then they take those credits back with them," said 
Tracy Harris, dean of enrollment services at Prince George's Community College. "They're 
starting to understand the idea [that] the sooner you get through those credits, the less costly it 
is for you." Read the article here.  

About-face: more states accept stimulus funds (NPR, 8/17/2010) 

Remember all those governors who objected to taking $7 billion in stimulus money set aside to 
help the unemployed? Many of them changed their minds. Now, more than half the states are 
getting the federal stimulus. As the down economy drags on, some of the most conservative 
states have updated their laws so they, too, could get their share. Still others are still holding out. 
Read the article here.  

 

http://www.stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=504503
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/08/13/AR2010081306058.html
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Given money, schools wait on rehiring teachers (The New York Times, 8/18/2010) 

As schools handed out pink slips to teachers this spring, states made a beeline to Washington to 
plead for money for their ravaged education budgets. But now that the federal government has 
come through with $10 billion, some of the nation’s biggest school districts are balking at using 
their share of the money to hire teachers right away. With the economic outlook weakening, they 
argue that big deficits are looming for the next academic year and that they need to preserve the 
funds to prevent future layoffs. Los Angeles, for example, is projecting a $280 million budget 
shortfall next year that could threaten more jobs. Read the article here.  

Solutions sought for cost of child care (Richmond Daily Journal, 8/20/2010) 

For many, the cost of child care is already a steep fee and prices are continuing to climb. ―The 
lowest amount for child care is at $90 a week and the highest is $135,‖ said Kathy Lewis 
Richmond County Child Care coordinator. According to a report released by the National 
Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, parents who choose child care in a 
center or a family child care home must pay a significant part of their income. Low- and middle-
income parents have limited access to affordable, quality care. Read the article here.  

New study shows that childless women succeed more than mothers in the 
workplace (ABC News, 8/22/10) 

Men and women have nearly identical incomes and working hours once graduating from college, 
but 15 years later the men's incomes soar to 75 percent more than incomes earned by women, 
according to the University of Chicago study. The only exception to the rule is the small group of 
women who have never had children and whose pay equals that of their male peers. Read the 
article here. 

 
 
From the Blogs… 

Why girly jobs don’t pay well (NYTimes Blog, 8/16/2010) 

More than 97 percent of employees in kindergarten and preschool teaching are women. Though 
women now average higher levels of educational attainment than men, many continue to enter 
occupations dominated by women where wages are relatively low. Elementary education, special 
education, social work and child and family studies were recently tallied among the 20 college 
degrees in the country that lead to the lowest salaries. Read this post here.  

Wanted: leaders in anti-poverty battle (The Washington Post, 8/20/2010) 

Poverty is an issue which has only found a political audience intermittently in American history 
– and it is one that politicians have approached warily, if at all, fearful of being labeled socialist, 
communist, or some other radical moniker. Ordinary Americans have had a difficult 
relationship with the notion as well, because it reflects the underside of the American dream. 
Poverty threatens not only their daily existence, but their faith in the nation’s promise. Read this 
article here.  
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Events 
 
The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) is hosting the following event: 
 
Helping Low-Income Adults and Disadvantaged Youth Earn Credentials and Build 
Careers: Leading Foundations Speak about Policy Priorities 
 
Monday, September 13, 2010 
3:30-4:45pm ET 
 
Register Now for This Webinar 
 
Postsecondary education and credentials are key to economic mobility for individuals and 
economic competitiveness for our nation.  Yet too many low-income adults and disadvantaged 
youth are locked out of the opportunity to earn credentials and are falling further and further 
behind.  To combat this national challenge, CLASP has launched a new project, the Center for 
Postsecondary and Economic Success (C-PES).  Join us as we kick-off C-PES with a policy 
discussion featuring thought leaders from the Ford, Bill & Melinda Gates and Joyce foundations. 
Each of these foundations has made improving postsecondary access and success a top priority. 
During this webinar, they'll discuss their specific policy priorities for helping lower-income 
adults and disadvantaged youth attain postsecondary credentials and achieve economic 
mobility. 
 
This webinar will also provide a brief overview about CLASP's Center for Postsecondary and 
Economic Success's core policy areas of focus and activities.  
 
Featured Speakers Include: 
 
Hector Cordero-Guzman, Ph.D.  
Program Officer, Asset Building and Community Development Program 
Ford Foundation 
 
Hilary Pennington 
Director of Education, Postsecondary Success, and Special Initiatives 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
 
Whitney Smith 
Employment Program Manager 
Joyce Foundation 
 
Julie Strawn (Co-Moderator) 
Senior Fellow, Workforce Development 
CLASP 
 
Evelyn Ganzglass (Co-Moderator)  
Director, Workforce Development 
CLASP 
 

https://org2.democracyinaction.org/o/5728/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=24122


For more information about this webinar or CLASP's Center for Postsecondary and Economic 
Success, please contact Marcie Foster at 202-906-8033 or mwmfoster@clasp.org. 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Matt Unrath 
Family Economic Security Program 
Wider Opportunities for Women 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 930 
Washington, DC 20036 
phone: (202) 464-1596 
email: munrath@wowonline.org 
www.wowonline.org 
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